I HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AND I AM OUT OF JAIL, WHAT NOW?
Make sure that you know when and where your next court appearance is going to be held.
Calendar the time, date, place and name of the judge. Make arrangements to attend all of your scheduled
court appearances, unless you have retained private counsel and a Notice of Appearance and Waiver of
Arraignment has been filed on your behalf. Just because you have talked to a lawyer, does not mean you are
represented. The lawyer must be retained. IF YOUR APPEARANCE HAS NOT BEEN WAIVED, IF YOU DO NOT
APPEAR AS SCHEDULED, A BENCH WARRANT WILL BE ISSUED FOR YOUR ARREST.
If you have been released before appearing in front of a judge, your court date might not be
known for several days. Make sure that the address you gave when arrested is correct. You will be notified
by mail of your next court date at that address. If you are not living at that address, make sure that some
responsible person living there will insure that you receive any correspondence relating to your case. You
can also contact the Clerk of Courts and notify them of any change in your address.
Abide by any restrictions imposed on you by the judge.
Invariably you will be prevented from having any contact with any alleged victims. There may be a curfew
and restrictions on where you may live or travel. You may be prohibited from drinking alcohol or taking
unprescribed drugs. The failure to abide by all conditions can jeopardize your freedom.
If any restrictions, such as a no contact order relating to family members need to be
changed, contact your lawyer but continue to abide all restrictions until they are changed by the judge.

WHAT IF I AM ON PROBATION OR ON COMMUNITY CONTROL?
You are still under supervision and need to be especially certain that you report as ordered
and abide by all conditions previously set. Do not discuss anything relating to any new charges with your
probation officer or community control officer. If your probation or community control has been violated for
failing to do something required, correct the deficiency or at least make a concerted effort at remediation
and document it.
DO I NEED A LAWYER?
The answer is yes. If you cannot afford to hire a private lawyer, and you are eligible for the
appointment of the Public Defender, or other court appointed counsel, make sure you ask the court to
appoint you a lawyer at your next court appearance. With limited exceptions, you have a constitutional right
to counsel and for good reason.
Do not represent yourself or act upon advice of anyone but an experienced criminal defense
lawyer.
WHY NOT JUST USE THE PUBLIC DEFENDER?
In terms of pure volume of cases, the most experienced criminal defense attorneys are
Public Defenders. While this volume gives them invaluable experience, the sheer enormity of the case load
that each Public Defender is required to handle, makes it is impossible for them to devote enough time to
each case. Public Defenders want to provide their clients with the best representation possible, but there are
just not enough hours in the day to allow it.
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WHAT CAN A PRIVATE LAWYER DO FOR ME BEFORE FORMAL CHARGES ARE FILED?
Now that you are out of jail, you will be able to confer freely with your lawyer about the
predicament you now face. Private counsel will be able to interact on your behalf with the State, the court
and law enforcement. This minimizes inadvertent admissions or damaging statements to the court or other
persons such as alleged victims.
Your lawyer can advise you on restrictions imposed as a condition of your release and
petition the court to modify them if necessary.
If you are prevented from seeing loved ones due to a no contact order, your lawyer can help
reunite a family by having any limitation modified. If your work requires you to leave the county, your lawyer
can request that any restriction be changed to save your livelihood. If you are on Community Supervision
and it becomes too burdensome your lawyer can arrange an alternate form of release.
Besides keeping you out of jail, your lawyer can eliminate the need for you to attend the
majority of your scheduled court appearances. Your lawyer will be able to give you an objective view of your
situation and guide you through the series of decisions that must be made before your case is resolved. A
private lawyer is able to represent you immediately upon being retained. You may not be appointed a lawyer
until after you have been formally charged.

Before a charging decision is made, a private lawyer can act as your intermediary, and can
present evidence, witnesses and legal reasons to the State Attorney making the final charging decision to
charge fewer and less serious offenses, allow your case to be sent to a pre-trial diversion program or even
cause your case to be dropped completely.
Your own lawyer can make sure that favorable evidence is identified, preserved and timely
disclosed to the State. Your lawyer can interview witnesses early to assess the value of their testimony and
include them in your witness list that must be filed timely with the court.

Diagrams, maps, and photographs can be assembled to portray aspects of your case
favorably. If necessary, expert witnesses can be identified and prepared to explain and counter scientific
evidence against you.
If insanity is a viable defense, your lawyer can file the proper notice with the court within
the prescribed time limitations and guide forensic experts to any necessary information upon which they can
base their opinions. The early determination to employ an insanity defense is important, so that experts can
evaluate a defendant's behavior close in time to the crime charged.
If a defendant is incompetent by reason of mental illness to assist in his defense, counsel
can insure that proper evaluations will be made by qualified forensic experts. If necessary appropriate
treatment can be obtained to restore a client's competence and allow the case to proceed promptly.
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WHAT CAN A LAWYER DO FOR ME AFTER I AM FORMALLY CHARGED?
After a charging decision is made by an intake attorney, it will be assigned to a trial attorney
who will handle it to its completion. This provides your attorney with another opportunity to encourage the
State to alter the charges, divert your case to a non-judicial disposition, or get your charges dropped
altogether.
Ten days after the filing of formal charges, your lawyer will be able to obtain a copy all police
reports, witness statements, photographs, lab reports, medical or, autopsy reports and other materials from
the State. A review of these materials, called discovery, usually reveals the extent of the case against you
and the bases for which to attack, both the admissibility and the credibility of the State's damaging evidence.

A private lawyer will have the time to go over every detail of your case, including what the
State will have to prove in order to convict you and be able give you an informed opinion on the strength and
sufficiency of the evidence against you.
If additional information is needed, your lawyer can issue subpoenas to obtain documents
or other information, visit the crime scene and take photograph or measurements, and can view the actual
physical evidence that the State intends to introduce against you.
The witnesses against you can be compelled to answer your lawyers questions under oath
about the testimony they will give at trial. These proceedings, called depositions, can be transcribed for use
at trial in the event that witnesses change their testimony.
Your lawyer can attended any depositions of any of your witnesses taken by the State and
will be able to ask them questions to insure that all relevant facts are revealed.
If the evidence the State intends to use against you is incompetent or privileged, your
lawyer can file Motions in Limine attacking its use and have the judge rule on its admissibility.
If evidence against you has been obtained by unlawful means, Motions to Suppress can be
filed to prevent such evidence from being introduced against you.
The passage of time and the inactivity of the State in timely bringing you before the court
can result in your case being completely dismissed due to violations of speedy trial rules or violations of the
statutes imposing time limitations on prosecutions.

WHAT CAN A LAWYER DO FOR ME AFTER COMPLETING DISCOVERY?
After all discovery is completed and pre-trial motions are heard by the court and ruled on,
your lawyer can attack the sufficiency of the evidence to support some or all of the charges by filing and
having heard, by the court, Motions to Dismiss.
Once the State is informed of the weaknesses in its case and the strengths in your case, it
can again reconsider what charges deserve to be pursued or even decide whether to discontinue
prosecution altogether.
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At some time after completion of discovery, your lawyer will have to guide you through
critical phases of your case and help you make decisions concerning waiving speedy trial, considering
whether to accept a negotiated plea or go to trial.
The majority of cases end with a negotiated settlement commonly called a plea bargain.
Because of this fact, having a lawyer with experience is very important. Before entering into negotiations
with the State, a lawyer needs to know the State's case inside and out, legally and factually.
In addition to knowing the State's case, a criminal defense attorney needs to recognize his
client's defenses. If there are weaknesses in the State's case, he needs to decide whether to reveal them to
obtain a better plea offer, or to wait until trial and spring a trap.
A thorough knowledge of the Criminal Punishment Code is necessary to determine what the
client will score under various sentencing scenarios. The scoring process is complicated and can be explored
in more detail.
Since part of the scorning process involves adding points for prior record, and experienced
lawyer will research a client's history at its source to determine what the exact record is.
The State generally relies on secondary sources such as local, state and national databases
which can be fraught with mistakes. Reported convictions can relate to another person with the same or
similar name. The exact crime or actual disposition can frequently be misstated.
Often, out of state convictions are for crimes which are not equivalent in severity to similar
sounding offenses in our State. Additionally, even those offenses properly identified and properly attributed
to a defendant can nevertheless be excluded because of the age of the conviction or the fact that certain
convictions were the result of a defendant not having counsel.
There are numerous statutes involving the nature and timing of previous convictions or
incarcerations that can be used to significantly enhance a sentence which must be identified and considered.
Once a client's exposure is determined, the negotiation process can begin. The process can
be protracted and involve numerous factors, including the sentencing practices of the judge, the habits of
the prosecutor and input from victims. Your lawyer's ability and willingness to actually try a case, may be key
in reaching the most favorable resolution possible.
In almost every case, a defendant will eventually have to decide, whether to accept a
negotiated settlement or go to trial. The factors to be considered are numerous and an experienced trial
attorney will be able to distill these factors into the dispositive ones and permit the optimal decision.

I HAVE DECIDED TO GO TO TRIAL, WHAT NEXT?
Your lawyer will help you decide whether it is better to try your particular case before a jury
or before the judge sitting as the trier of fact. An experienced lawyer will have extensive knowledge of all of
the judges, by virtue of having appeared before them numerous times. Depending on the who the judge is,
an experienced lawyer may even have tried cases with or even against the judge when he or she was a
practicing lawyer.
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Often, there is no appropriate choice but to choose a trial with a jury of strangers rather
than one with a known sitting judge. The factors that must be considered in ultimately deciding who the
finder of fact will be can be vexing because of their numerosity.
Your lawyer will need to help you decide which of the defenses that are available to you
should actually be presented at trial. Sometimes the assertion of too many defenses or inconsistent
defenses can actually reduce the chances of an acquittal. It may be prudent to abandon the use of weak
defenses and argue that the lack of credible evidence and existence of reasonable doubt warrants an
acquittal.
When your case is actually set for trial, your lawyer will issue subpoenas for witnesses,
make arrangements to have experts on stand-by and insure that other evidence favorable to you will be
available at trial. Your witnesses will need to be re-interviewed and prepared to testify on your behalf.
WHAT CAN A LAWYER DO FOR ME AT TRIAL?
An experienced trial lawyer will make sure that a client is appropriately groomed and attired
for trial. If a jury will decide the case, they will have to be selected beforehand. An experienced lawyer will
make sure that his client is aware that prospective jurors may encounter a defendant anywhere as both are
in route to the same courthouse. An experienced lawyer recognizes that jurors have many opportunities to
view their clients before they meet in the courtroom. An initial bad impression gained prior to the formal jury
selection process can impact the deliberations.
An experienced trial lawyer will make sure that all information about the prospective jurors
is obtain and evaluated. If there has been extensive pre-trial publicity, or there are other sensitive issues
that need to be explored with each prospective juror outside the presence of the rest of the panel, your
lawyer can ask the court for individual voir dire, the traditional term for jury selection.
Your lawyer can insure that the state does not ask improper questions that prejudice the
jury against you. An experienced trial will be able to ask prospective jurors revealing questions to ferret out
those jurors who would be most likely reject your defenses, harbor some resentment toward you or have
strong feelings about some aspect of your case.
If prospective jurors expose a state of mind that prevents them from serving on a jury, they
can be stricken for cause, thereby conserving precious discretionary challenges.
Your lawyer will assist you in ultimately deciding which prospective jurors who cannot be
removed for cause, should be stricken from the panel using the limited discretionary challenges each party
is allowed.
In some rare instances, if your lawyer believes the number of discretionary strikes are not
sufficient to insure a fair and impartial jury, he or she can ask the court for more challenges.
If the State attempts to exclude minorities from the panel, your lawyer can lodge the proper
objections and require the state to provide non-discriminatory reasons for excluding a prospective juror.
In the absence of a sufficient, nondiscriminatory reason for exercising a discretionary strike, a member of a
minority group must remain on the panel.
An experienced trial lawyer will insure that any adverse rulings made by the judge during
jury selection are objected to and properly preserved for review on appeal.
Once the jury is selected, your lawyer can help you decide whether or not to make an
opening statement or reserve it for the beginning of the presentation of your portion of the trial.
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During the first part of the trial, the State puts on its case and your lawyer can contest the
admissibility of damaging evidence on the grounds of relevancy, materiality, or undue prejudice. Your
lawyer can assert privileges on your behalf and prevent some testimony from being used against you.
By skillful cross examination of the State's witnesses an experienced trial lawyer can show
a witness's prejudices and biases, reveal weaknesses in the ability of the witness to have perceived the
evidence testified to and expose defects in the recollection of the events they are describing.
By bringing to light prior inconsistent statements, offers of leniency or favor, prior
convictions and other facts, your lawyer will be able attack to veracity of your accusers.
During the entire trial process, an experienced trial lawyer is vigilant against any juror
misconduct and will bring to the court's attention any impropriety that can lead to the removal of juror.
At the close of the State's case your lawyer can make motions before the court to attack the
sufficiency of the evidence presented to support some or all of the charges. If a proper basis is given, the
court will dismiss or reduce all of the charges, or just some of them.
If the State's case survives your lawyers motions, you will need to be guided through what
is usually the most difficult decision. Do you put on a case, or rely on the lack of persuasive evidence and the
existence of reasonable doubt in your summation to the jury? If you do put on a case, should you testify or
exercise your right to remain silent. The choices are weighed and tested against your lawyers experience.
If a decision is made to put on a case, an experienced lawyer, whose skills have been honed
through experience, will present that evidence and testimony that will be most persuasive and less
vulnerable to attack by the State.
After both sides have rested, defense attorneys renew all motions previously made and if
they are not granted a charge conference is held where the judges decide what instructions the jury will be
given to guide their deliberations.
Your lawyer must now advise you on whether to request that instructions on lessor included
offenses be read. Instructions on lesser included offense give the jury the opportunity to compromise and
find you guilty of lessor charges. The absence of lesser included offenses give the jury an all or none choice.
The final jury instructions are composed from standard instructions that must be tailored to
fit the charges and evidence in your case. If there are no standard jury instructions covering some aspect of
your case, lawyer must compose special instructions and support the use of them with case authority.
Once the judge rules on what instructions will be given, all objections must be renewed to
preserve the right to raise the issues in an appeal. The actual instructions that are to be read to the jury and
taken back with them to the jury room for deliberations must be examined to make sure no excluded
instructions are inadvertently included and no proper instructions are omitted.
Your lawyer, now knowing what the jury instructions will be and what evidence has been
presented, will be prepared to give a closing argument to the jury on your behalf. The closing argument, also
called final argument or summation, usually involves a discussion of the facts as they relate to the law.
The prosecutor gives the first and last presentation, to the jury during which a defense
lawyer must be sure to object to any improper argument being made to influence the jury.
After the closing arguments are concluded, the judge reads the instructions to the jury. Your
lawyer must follow along to make sure that no beneficial instructions are omitted. If the judge's voice
inflections, when reading the instructions, placed any improper emphasis on any of the instructions, a timely
objection must be lodged in order to preserve the issue for appeal.
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After the jury is sent to the deliberation room, your lawyer must examine each piece of
evidence to make sure that only that which was been properly admitted is used during deliberation.
During the deliberation process, jurors will invariably ask questions of the court, request
that portions of testimony be read back or ask that recordings be replayed. Your lawyer must know the law
and object when necessary to any prejudicial ruling of the judge with respect to the response to the jury
questions and requests.
Once a verdict is reached, if adverse, you lawyer must inspect the jury form and object to
any irregularity or legally inconsistent verdicts and request further deliberations by the jury if warranted.
If the jury's verdict is not-guilty, you will be discharged. If you were in custody, you cannot
be forced to go back to the jail to be processed out. Your lawyer can now advise you whether or not evidence
of your arrest and prosecution can be stricken from the public records. You can also be advised on the
viability of any suit for false arrest, false imprisonment, malicious prosecution or violation of your civil rights.
WHAT CAN A LAWYER DO FOR ME IF I AM FOUND GUILTY?
Your lawyer can file timely motions to seek a new trial based on any errors occurring during
the trial. If juror misconduct is suspected to have influenced the verdict, your lawyer can ask permission of
the court to interview the jurors about their deliberation and if misconduct is found, use that misconduct to
impeach the verdict and gain a new trial.
Each defendant has a right to present mitigating circumstances to influence the court's
sentencing decisions. Mitigating circumstances are varied but usually involves exploring the past history and
the future potential of the defendant.
Expert testimony about the defendant's mental health can be presented, and used to
explain the defendant's actions and predict the likelihood of future criminality.
The presentation of some mitigating factors can actually allow the court to depart from the
recommended sentence indicated by the scoresheet prepared by the State.
lawyer.

The scope of mitigation is almost limitless and is confined only by the ingenuity of your

Since victims of a crime have a right to address the court at sentencing, your lawyer must
be prepared to counter the adverse impact of their participation in the sentencing process.
The correctness of the data used in preparing the score sheet should already have been
determined well prior to trial when your lawyer determined your exposure when evaluating any plea offers.
However a scoresheet can incorrectly assign points for duplicate offenses that violate double jeopardy.
After a sentence is imposed, if there are grounds for appeal, your lawyer is obligated to
initiate the preliminary stages of your appeal. If you are unable to afford the services of an appellate lawyer,
your lawyer can insure that you are appointed a lawyer to pursue your appeal.
And finally, if you prevail on your appeal, and your cases is remanded for a new trial, your
lawyer, having tried the case once, will be in a position to try the case again or negotiate a more acceptable
plea.

CALL US NOW AT 321-269 0606 OR E-MAIL US AT FOR YOUR FREE CASE REVIEW
AND EVALUATION.
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